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 Message from the President 

 
While spring is definitely marching closer and the weather has been 

sunny and quite pleasant in terms of temperature, it is rainy and cold as I 

look out the window right now.  All is not bleak, however, as there are 

hyacinths and daffodils blooming in my yard and our Magnolia tree is 

full of flowers just starting to open.  I have a hanging basket full of “winter 

violets” that was promised to become a “sea of color” in the dreary winter months.  Though it 

did very little during the winter, it is making up for lost time now!  I hope you are enjoying the 

many bulb flowers planted throughout the city as much as I always do. One of the great 

advantages of living in Holland is the abundance – and affordability! – of flowers so be sure to 

bring some into your home as well. 

 

As we move towards the spring and summer, I have noticed that attendance at our events is 

down.  While this has happened in past years as well, we – the TIC Board - cannot help but 

wonder if the reason is that we are not planning the kind of events you are interested in 

attending?  It is easier to blame reduced attendance on “busy” and “evening conflict”, but is 

that accurate?  To answer this question, we will send a very short questionnaire (5 questions) 

within the next month and hope you will be willing to take a few moments to fill it in.  This will 

help us to make sure TIC meets the expectations and wishes you have – after all, it’s your club! 

 

Have a great spring and I hope to see you at a TIC event soon!  ............................................ Anne 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEWS? 

 

International Primary School in Tilburg – Update 

 
In our last newsletter, I told you about steps that were underway to create an international 

primary school here in Tilburg and things are moving along well – an update is definitely 

needed!  As previously reported, letters of intent are being collected from the city, Chamber of 

Commerce and other “major players” in the city, (including TIC!) supporting the creation of an 

International school in Tilburg.  

 

A list of 5 schools deemed to have sufficient extra space to accommodate an international 

wing were provided by the city.  I did some research on each of the schools via their websites 

and visited each location to photograph their physical situation, making a short presentation for 

our next meeting.  After we viewed the presentation of the 5 schools and had a bit of 

discussion, we were able to narrow our options down to 3 schools and appointments were 

made to visit each location.  The visitation committee was made up of 5 people: the Head of 

the Eindhoven International School (EIS), the head of the EIS Primary department, an EIS Board 

member (who also happens to be on the Board of the Association of International Schools in 

the Netherlands), a representative from the city and I.  We were warmly welcomed by each 

school!  They showed us their facilities and we discussed how an International Satellite could be 

realized within their school as well as the advantages and challenges of working together.  

 

While a cooperation could have worked with any of the schools, the Jan Lighthart Huibeven in 

the Reeshof had huge advantages due to the intimate cluster of space they had to offer, and it 

was decided to move forward with this school.  (The decision was announced on April 1 so this is 

definitely “breaking news!”)  
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 International School – Update cont’d. 
 

At the moment, the necessity of doing an extensive feasibility study is being researched, a 

detailed Business Plan is being created by the EIS and more detailed information is being 

gathered from the Jan Lighthart – Huibeven.  Plans are also underway to set up an 

informational meeting for the parents of potential students, as well as representatives of 

businesses that employ expats.  This meeting will be held at the Jan Lighthart – Huibeven School 

in the Reeshof so that parents can see the facility and we hope to have the meeting following 

the spring break (beginning of May). As soon as a date has been set, I will immediately send an 

e-mail to TIC’s membership and I hope all of our parents will attend.  

 

While it is a real possibility for the school to start in the fall of 2011, it will depend entirely upon the 

speed at which we are able to get approval from the Ministry of Education.  A start after 

Christmas is also a possibility.  As more information becomes available, TIC’s members will be the 

first to be informed. 

 

I look forward to seeing all of our parents at the soon-to-be announced-meeting!  

 

Newly Renovated and Expanded - Sligro Tilburg 
 

Did you know that your TIC membership card will allow you entrance to the wholesale store for 

businesses that is located at Ringbaan Zuid 13 in Tilburg?  If not, I can report that the store has 

been beautifully renovated with a considerably expanded assortment. They have extended 

their opening hours as well and now have 2 shopping evenings: Thurs. and Friday from 8:30 – 

21:00; Mon., Tues. and Wednesday from 8:30 – 17:00; and Saturday from 9:00 -15:00. 

 

Do pay them a visit and see how many, good products they offer!   

(For information about their assortment: http://www.sligro.nl/assortiment.asp ) 

 

 

Share Your News!     
 

Have you recently had a baby?  Have you been honored with an award for business or in your 

personal life?  Do you know of great resources that would benefit TIC members?  We would love 

to celebrate with you and help share your news with our members through the TIC newsletter At 

Home in Holland.  Just send us an e-mail to ticinfo@yahoo.com! 

 

 

 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 

11 May Book Discussion on The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 

18 May TIC General Meeting/Healthcare in the Netherlands Lecture 

4 Jun TIC Annual Picnic (TICnic) 
 

For more detailed information, check our website at www.tilburginternationalclub.com! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sligro.nl/assortiment.asp
mailto:ticinfo@yahoo.com
http://www.tilburginternationalclub.com/


    

  At Home in Holland Newsletter  

 3 

   April 2011 

   Issue No. 9 

 

 

  

ARTICLES 
 

New Year’s Dinner by Anne van Oorschot 15 January 2011 
 

Yolonda and I were the first ones to arrive at Blend 

for TIC’s annual New Year’s Dinner. Since I had 

walked over from the train station where I had just 

arrived after a meeting in The Hague, I was feeling 

rather bedraggled. The bubbly beverage and borrel 

snack soon 

put me in 

good spirits 

and as 

more TIC 

members 

arrived, greetings were exchanged and conversations 

started. I had never been to Blend before, but the 

international ambiance and friendly manner of the 

staff soon made all of us feel at home.  

 

When everyone had arrived, we headed upstairs 

where a long table was awaiting us along the side of 

the restaurant.  Yolonda had printed out everyone’s 

menu selections so we all knew what we had ordered and the correct starter arrived in front of 

each of us in no time.  We dug right in and kept conversing between bites.  I had great 

conversations with old and more recent TIC members about good books we’d read, the 

economic situation, budget cuts, getting 

stuck in Rio due to the Icelandic ash cloud, 

families afar and that good old staple - Dutch 

weather.  

 

The food itself was delicious and so 

interesting; how often can you choose 

between Crocodile, Ostrich steak and Wild 

mushroom quiche?  If you missed our dinner, 

know that you missed out on a wonderful 

evening and make sure you join us next 

January! In the meantime, if you are looking 

for a nice spot to eat out – try Blend on the 

Spoorlaan. 

 

***************************************************** 

Chocolate Workshop by Mala Raman 5 February 2011 

 
This event turned out to be a popular one as 12 of our members joined together at Chocolate 

Dreams (www.chocolate-dreams.nl) to learn more about creating beautiful and delicious 

chocolate bonbons!  We were greeted with coffee and tea and then it was straight to work.  

We started by receiving small chocolate cups into which we could put a choice of four 

different fillings; dark chocolate, milk chocolate, strawberry and lemon.  We were able to let our 

creative juices flow by picking from a variety of chocolate toppings to cover and decorate 

each of 16 bonbons.  The end result was a table full of gorgeous, I almost can’t eat what I 

made (almost!), scrumptious chocolate bites! We also made chocolate covered marzipan balls 

with or without a shot of liqueur covered with cacao powder!  At the end of 2 hours were 

rewarded for our efforts by being able to take our creations home for a yummy treat! 

http://www.chocolate-dreams.nl/
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 Book Discussion – The Constant Gardner Review by Anne van Oorschot 9 February 2011 

 
A small TIC group met to discuss our latest read - a John leCarre novel about the abuses, 

excesses and corruption of the pharmaceutical industry. The Constant Gardner starts with the 

announcement of the murder of Tessa Quayle, wife of an English civil servant in the diplomatic 

corp in Nairobi, Justin Quayle.  Even though Tessa’s brutal murder is revealed on the first page of 

the book, she is very much a character in the remainder of the book and we learn about her in 

a series of flashbacks: her unconventional marriage to the older Justin, her friendship with black 

local, Arnold Bluhm, the death of her newborn son, and most of all, her all-consuming fight 

against the blatant use of the poor locals for pharmaceutical testing.  While Tessa definitely 

sounded like a person I would have liked to know, her extremely reserved and conventional 

British husband was a bit harder to grasp.  While the writing and plot were interesting and 

captivating, the ending was so abrupt and unexpected that several of us got the idea that 

leCarre had just had enough of writing and wrapped things up as quick as possible.  Rather 

unsatisfying as the pace of the ending did not match the rest of the book.  What remained, 

however, was a look at a world of business and big money full of ethical questions that do not 

seem to be properly answered in today’s society. What do you think...? 

 

***************************************************** 

 

Coping with Expat Life by Yolonda van Riel 16 February 2011 
 

Our February lecture was given by TIC member and life coach, Masako Kato.  The intent was to 

do a workshop on cross cultural workshops but unfortunately we only had the female half of 5 

couples show up!  Masako did a great job of shifting focus and we had a very interesting 

discussion about being a part of either a cross cultural couple or just coping with moving 

for/with a partner.  We were able to focus on things that were troubling to us and then figuring 

out how to turn those into positives. We all benefited from each other’s experiences and 

discovered that most of us have experienced some of the same highs and lows in this exciting 

but sometimes difficult path we’ve chosen.  Masako was very focused and as a mediator, kept 

us on track through the journey.  For those of you who are interested, Masako will be offering 

these classes for free through the month of June!  You can also see her presentation on the TIC 

website under Resources: Expat Assistance. 

 

***************************************************** 

 

Borrel at Café Karel by Anne van Oorschot 25 February 2011 
 

I grabbed my bike and headed downtown for TIC’s monthly Happy Hour.  My destination was 

Cafe Karel on the Heuvel and what could be easier to find...I thought.  After circling around the 

Heuvel and seeing no sign of “Cafe Karel” I finally asked in a bar and was told it was right next 

door.  The name on the outside had been blocked by carnival decorations, but once inside I 

took a seat in the “porch” area with its comfortable high chairs and nice view of the square.  I 

wish I could say that the view out the window was lovely as I waited – this IS the Netherlands 

and it WAS February so it was gray and a bit rainy.  Fortunately for me, Katie and Alerk soon 

arrived to add good cheer to the gray afternoon.  They were very sympathetic as I lamented 

losing everything on my computer – including Word. Katie had a great idea for a cheap source 

of Word so I could quickly start to recover things - a lifesaving idea just when I needed it!  Coree 

and Bas came shortly thereafter and we chatted a bit, all unwinding after a busy week and 

looking forward to the weekend.  Lucky for me that my husband had offered to make dinner 

that evening, so I happily pedalled home to supper and the start of the weekend! 

 

***************************************************** 

 

 

http://tilburginternationalclub.wordpress.com/resources/
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 “Pensions for Expats” Lecture by Yolonda van Riel 16 March 2011 
 

Our lecture in March was the second from Mark Zonnenberg, a financial expert on Radio 

Netherlands and partner in Berkenhout Finance.  Mark gave a very interesting presentation on 

how to handle your pension plan as an expat. There are several options to choose from when 

deciding how you want your pension scheme aligned so as to get the most “bang for your 

buck”.  Pension in the Netherlands is generally based on two pillars: the General Old Age 

Pensions Act (AOW) and an additional private pension provision.  You build up your AOW 

through your tax contribution; your private pension is paid by your employer as part of your 

remuneration (note that not every employer has a pension scheme).  Besides these two pillars, 

you may choose to arrange a private pension provision such as life annuity (lijfrente), single 

premium assurance policy (koopsompolis), or lifetime saving schemes.  The Dutch tax law has 

several provisions for saving for the future, and within limits, the contributions are tax 

deductable.  You can check out Mark’s presentation on the TIC website or feel free to contact 
him personally for a consultation! 

***************************************************** 

 

Tour of Du Pont by Betty Wangsawidjaja 26 March 2011 
 

A small group of TIC art lovers gathered on a drizzly Saturday morning to 

visit De Pont Museum.  Our guide did a wonderful job of not only in 

explaining the major exhibitions but also in making them fun for our two 

little members. De Pont is housed in a former wool spinning factory that 

has been transformed into a space where contemporary art can be 

seen at its best.  The museum is one of the few privately funded 

museums in The Netherlands and is highly successful.  During our visit the 

exhibitions focused on sculptures and drawings by Robert Therrrien.  In 

his art, Therrien investigates people’s connection with the things around 

them. By making use of principles such as enlargement, reduction and 

abstraction, he opens the door to extraordinary perspectives and invites 

the viewers to reconsider their ties to the familiar household objects.  

 
We also saw paintings by George Meertens and other works by many Dutch artists.  We are 

looking forward to revisiting the museum for Anish Kapoor exhibition (28 May – 18 Sep).  

 

***************************************************** 

 

Book Discussion – Disgrace Review by Nord Slovik 30 March 2011 
 

“Disgrace” by J.M. Coetzee was the book under the magnifying glass for the book club.  Trying 

to sort out the book’s many themes and piecing together how the characters developed (or 

didn’t) was the main part of the discussion.  The self-involvement of the central character and 

the consequence that this had on all that he touched was a point of agreement, but there was 

less unanimity on whether he changed or developed, and what the end of the book was all 

about.  His willful daughter, the other main character in the book, was part victim and part 

enigma.  The disgrace of the two of them, and the interplay between them in the post 

apartheid social environment provided Coetzee an opportunity to explore what happens when 

the romantic sense of an unbridled emotional self meets middle age and modern sensibilities, 

and the role of sex in gender and power relations in traditional society.  So what is “Disgrace” all 

about?  I guess it depends on who reads it.  Some came away with the sense that the book 

lacks coherence, others felt there is no closure.   Some welcomed the ambiguity and the 

multiplicity of its themes, and some wished for a more straightforward plot. 
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 Book Discussion – Disgrace cont’d. 
 

The book revolves around Professor David Lurie’s self centered relations with women and begins 

with his “solution” to his sex problem by having an afternoon every week with a prostitute.  There 

was some disagreement in the group on whether his relationships with a student, Melanie, was 

rape or just exploitative.  His refusal to defend himself in the disciplinary hearing was difficult to 

understand.  Ultimately, I think that he, Lurie, believes that the romantic self-will to develop and 

experience the sensual both physically and culturally justifies his behavior.  Lurie is attached to 

the romantic poets, particularly Byron and Wordsworth, and he uses this worldview to justify his 

behavior. 

 

The plot’s other main event is the rape of David’s daughter Lucy.  Lurie leaves Cape Town after 

his forced resignation and visits his daughter on her small holding in the Eastern Cape.  Her 

partner has left her and she is helped and used by Petrus, who has bought some of her land.  In 

his absence, Lucy and David are visited by three men, one a youth, who lock David in the 

bathroom, at one point pouring mentholated spirits on him and burning him, and rape Lucy 

repeatedly.  This sets up a second dynamic of themes as gender issues are placed in the 

context of the relationship of race and cultural differences.  It turns out that the youth involved 

in Lucy’s rape is a relative of Petrus.  The different responses to these events, of Lurie and his 

daughter, play out over a large chunk of the book.  Lurie wants Lucy to leave and Lucy feels 

that if she leaves she will have lost, and never be able to regain her dignity.  She eventually 

makes a deal with Petrus, giving him the balance of her land, except the house, and agreeing 

to marry him.  This was the part that the group found difficult to understand.  Why was Lucy so 

committed to the farm?  Why would she accommodate to a system of marriage-for-protection 

that was so alien to her cultural upbringing?   

 

But the main discussion centered on whether David Lurie changes over the course of the events 

depicted.  While repulsed by the rapists, he is able to imagine himself one of them.  He visits the 

family of Malanie, the student with whom he had had a “relationship”, and begs her mother 

and sister for forgiveness.   He has a relationship with Bev, a married friend of Lucy’s, who he 

thinks of in very unflattering terms.  The relationship is initiated by Bev, but soon sex is 

abandoned and a deep friendship seems to have developed.  Or did it?   

 

Dogs play a big role in the imagery of the book.  Bev, once a week, puts down abandoned 

and unwanted dogs as a volunteer in an animal shelter.  David helps her and his relationship to 

the dogs changes, from indifference to some affection at the end for a young crippled dog 

that likes to hear him sing as he tries to compose a chamber opera on a banjo he had bought 

for Lucy when she was a child.  The opera, which is mentioned intermittently through the first 

three quarters of the book takes on a bigger role in the last part.  Lurie’s vision for the opera 

changes as the book progresses.  The opera is about the relationship between Byron and 

Teresa, a young countess in Ravenna that Byron had a lengthy adulterous affair with prior to his 

departure to Greece and his death.  At first it is focused on Byron with a full orchestra; it ends 

with a focus on Teresa in middle age, having lost her figure and allure, pining for her lover, the 

remembrance of a great romantic love.  The plot of the opera has been lost, reduced to a 

lament for lost youth and emotional exploit.  And Lurie “gives up” the young dog to Bev’s 

needle.  What are we to make of that? 

        

***************************************************** 

 

 

IN THE PIPELINE 

 

 We are in the process of trying to organize more children’s activities.  If you have any ideas 

or suggestions, we would love to hear from you! 
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SUGGESTION BOX 

 
As always, if you have any suggestions for TIC events or seminar topics, you are always 

welcome to let us know at TICinfo@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:TICinfo@yahoo.com

